Seven is Forever

I love this place. Lots of people, energy, restats;amovies, college sports, even a museum.
Great dance clubs in town too! And I've joined auple of adult recreation leagues just to keep fit:

Tuesday and Thursday it's volleyball for me. Suniagoftball.

Sure, you have to think about your tenure filee lheard that from my department Chair for two
years now. | like the guy; but, hey, he’s not mgdD Look, I've been really working on my teaching.
Three new courses designed already with no help frty “senior” colleagues, and I'm working on one
now for the department to propose for the New QOuericulum. I'm guiding four juniors on their
undergraduate research projects. I'm teaching thublé-size freshmen intro course every Spring. And,
there isn’'t a committee in the department thatemét either served on or asked to serve on. hdtte
every colloquium and lecture, even some of theediaion defenses of our doctoral students. So you
can't say that I'm not right there for my departmeenever it needs someone. Hey! I'm the guy who
took a group of our students to the AIDS walk kestr. | organized a special service learning imioars
course for sophomores and taught it this past suname the first summer | was here too. Students all
know my e-mail address and | give them my home phmumber too — which | don’t think other faculty
give out — so you can'’t say that I'm not super-asdge. | actually schedule double office houst jo

be sure that I'm there when the students or myeaglies need me.

Yeah, yeah, | know the old joke: What are the @hreost important criteria for tenure?
“Publications, publications, and publications.” tBilnat’s not the case. Here teaching is just geonant

as research, and that departmental service, caliggiand good citizenship count too.

Look. There’s tons of time. This is what? The efdy second year only. What do you expect?
Before it's all said and done I'm going to haverarg proposal out and at least two papers too. bday
mine a couple of nuggets out of my dissertatiomt Ywu know how it is? You can't just keep blasting

along. I'm not a machine! You need some down-tir@®t to give your brain a rest or it goes beraerk

I don’t know. Maybe I'll go for a summer stipend something like that. You know, propose to
get some new data, do some library work to updateeth Then, if something clicks, then I'll havense
ideas and, then, after that, well, then it shouddckear sailing. From there you only have to put a
manuscript together and shoot it out to some jduwrnather. Maybe find a co-author. I'm not suight

now. But, like | said, there’s time. Seven yadarke — forever!
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“Seven is Forever” Discussion Questions:

1. You're this faculty member’s department chaivhat suggestions or advice have you
given in the first two years and, now, at this powhat additional advice do you have?

2. You're this faculty member's mentor from anatldepartment. What suggestions or
advice do you have for this faculty member at gost? What have you advised in the past?

3. Given the start being made, what would you iptedill be the trajectory of this
colleague’s academic career?

4. Would you vote to tenure this person in yoysatement? Why, why not?
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